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Covid-19 Updates 

Australia  

Australia will extend stimulus spending into 2021  

As Australia is expected to fall into its first recession in nearly 30 years, the government 

will continue to support the unemployed and businesses who are struggling. This is in 

addition to the US$30 billion doled out to almost 1 million companies.  

 

Hong Kong  

Hong Kong IP Department to extend its special work arrangements  

The Hong Kong Intellectual Property Department has extended its special work 

arrangements till 2 August. As part of this, the public service counter will be closed, but 

documents can continue to be sent by post. Any documents with a deadline between 27-

31 July has been extended to 3 August. An ad hoc drop-box will be used for the filing of 

documents with payment of fee bearing forms to only be made by cheque or bank draft.  

https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/business/2020/07/21/australia-extends-stimulus-spending-as-covid-19-recession-looms/
https://www.ipd.gov.hk/eng/whats_new/news.htm
https://www.ipd.gov.hk/eng/whats_new/news.htm
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Indonesia 

Indonesia’s COVID-19 response to focus on supporting economic recovery 

Indonesia has set up a new COVID-19 Handing and National Economic recovery 

Committee with three out of four key leadership positions held by economic ministers. 

This suggests that Indonesia is now focusing on supporting the economy through a crisis 

that has led to 3 million more people losing employment and an unemployment figure of 

10 million.  

 

Japan 

Japan looking to ease travel ban with countries with low infection numbers 

Japan is hoping to start discussions to ease the travel ban with around 10 countries who 

have the outbreak under control such as China, South Korea, Taiwan, Brunei, Myanmar 

and Laos. Discussions have already started with Vietnam, Thailand, Australia and New 

Zealand, with potential travellers having to submit negative Covid-19 test results and the 

itinerary of where they plan to visit.  

 

Malaysia  

Malaysia to re-implement movement control order if cases reach three digits 

Malaysia will re-implement the movement control order if the number of Covid-19 cases 

reaches three digits to curb the virus’ spread. The government attributes the rise in cases 

to public complacency and urges the public to continue to adhere to social distancing.  

 

Singapore and Malaysia to allow applications for cross border travel from 10 Aug 

While daily commuting is not yet allowed, both governments have agreed to implement 

the Reciprocal Green Lane (RGL) and Periodic Commuting Arrangement (PCA), these 

two schemes will begin accepting applications on 10 August. The RGL will enable cross-

border travel for essential business and official purposes and will require individuals to 

submit a swab test. On the other hand, the PCA will allow for long-term immigration pass 

holders to enter the other country for a consecutive period of 3 months.  

 

https://thediplomat.com/2020/07/indonesias-covid-19-response-pivots-to-support-economic-recovery/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/07/indonesias-covid-19-response-pivots-to-support-economic-recovery/
https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2020/07/fdce25a17eb4-urgent-japan-to-discuss-travel-ban-easing-with-china-s-korea-others.html
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/malaysia-movement-control-order-mco-may-be-enforced-12964558
https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-Photos/2020/07/20200714-Joint-Press-Statement
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Philippines 

Philippines to allow some foreigners to enter the country from August 

The Philippines will allow foreigners with long-term visas into the country from 1 August, 

these individuals would need to be quarantined when they arrive. However, Filipinos will 

have priority on inbound flights and applications for new entry visas will not be accepted.  

 

IPOPHL extends deadlines and moves online 

Deadlines for fillings and payments falling from 20-27 July 2020 have been extended until 

4 August 2020 as the Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines (IPOPHL) has been 

unavailable for the cashiering and receiving of documents. IPOPHL has also allowed for 

preliminary conferences, hearings, pre-trials, and trials to be conducted via online video 

conference.  

 

South Korea 

South Korea approves its third supplementary budget and introduces Korean New Deal 

The South Korea’s National Assembly approves its third supplementary budget of $29.3 

billion aimed to curb the economic impacts of the pandemic. This third budget will mainly 

support employment and it is estimated that nearly 8.92 million employees will benefit 

from the budget. President Moon Jae-in, intending to set the stage for long term growth, 

has also introduced a “New Deal” which commits $94.5 billion and focuses on creating 

1.9 million jobs by 2025. 

 

Taiwan  

Taiwan considers relaxing entry regulations  

Taiwan has allowed business visitors from countries that are low-to-moderate risk to 

shorten their mandatory 14-day quarantine to 5-7 days if their Covid-19 test is negative. 

Travellers who cannot obtain a test in a foreign country might be required to get tested 

upon arrival.  

 

Thailand  

Thailand delays plans for a travel bubble 

Thailand intended to create a travel bubble with Australia, New Zealand and Hong Kong 

in the fourth quarter of this year to boost tourism. However, with fresh outbreaks, plans 

for the travel bubble has been put on hold. Thailand is still allowing business travellers 

and tourists seeking medical treatment to enter the country. It will also start allowing in 

https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/coronavirus-philippines-to-allow-some-foreigners-to-enter-country-from-august
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HvAyD7OrjYAP67_j_PfsttBAMyWqoOfl/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HvAyD7OrjYAP67_j_PfsttBAMyWqoOfl/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gbapdBIWlO80Dszj7mZXorR51JfAqLAM/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gbapdBIWlO80Dszj7mZXorR51JfAqLAM/view
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200705000153
https://www.forbes.com/sites/donaldkirk/2020/07/14/koreas-reveals-new-deal-designed-to-boost-jobs-revive-sagging-economy/#4f991ef32503
https://focustaiwan.tw/society/202007150014
https://www.todayonline.com/world/thailand-expects-delay-plans-travel-bubble-covid-19-worries
https://www.todayonline.com/world/thailand-expects-delay-plans-travel-bubble-covid-19-worries
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50746814/thailand-preps-for-foreigners-migrant-workers-influx/


 

 

 
 
 
 

Regional Monitoring 
July 2020 

 

 5 

five groups of foreigners and migrant workers. These include foreign visitors who co-

organise trade exhibitions.  

 

Thailand extends the emergency decree until 31 August 

While the emergency decree is extended, the ban on public gatherings will be lifted once 

the extension starts. The extension was deemed necessary because Thailand was still 

allowing in foreign visitors and starting to allow for activities that were high risk. This 

decree will allow the government to restrict arrivals, track suspected Covid-19 cases and 

impose measures to control the disease on all businesses and activities.  

 

Intellectual Property Rights Updates 
Singapore 

Singapore furthers IP Cooperation with the Republic of Korea 

Singapore and the Republic of Korea (ROK) signed a Memorandum of Understanding. 

This will allow Korean enterprises to tap into the expertise of the Intellectual Property 

Office of Singapore (IPOS) to retrieve research and patent literature in both English and 

Chinese. Thus, enhancing Singapore’s attractiveness as a base for Korean innovators to 

access regional markets.  

Sustainability Updates 
Australia  

Australia proposes a levy on battery imports 

Australia proposed a Battery Stewardship Scheme, this scheme would collect a levy on 

battery imports and the funds collected would be used to support the collection and 

processing activities needed to manage battery waste. This scheme would include 

Trading Restrictions for participating businesses where participants in the scheme must 

only buy and sell battery related goods and services to/from other members of the scheme. 

Due to its anti-competitive nature, this scheme is under review by the Australian 

Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) with a final determination to be made 

in August/September.  

 

https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50746814/thailand-preps-for-foreigners-migrant-workers-influx/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1955831/emergency-decree-extended
https://www.ipos.gov.sg/media-events/press-releases/ViewDetails/enterprises-to-benefit-as-singapore-furthers-ip-cooperation-with-the-republic-of-korea/
https://batterystewardshipcouncil.createsend.com/campaigns/reports/viewCampaign.aspx?d=t&c=8F08F3644C11C2B1&ID=458D071B3E3899E72540EF23F30FEDED&temp=False&tx=0&source=Report
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Japan 

Japan creates new plastic resource recycling category which could see more toys 
recycled 

The government is planning to collect plastic waste together as opposed to splitting the 

waste into different categories. This new system could mean that plastic waste such as 

toys and stationary without identifying marks could be more easily and often recycled 

instead of being incinerated or brought to the landfill. This plan is expected to be finalised 

by the end of this year, and implemented in 2022.  

 

Vietnam 

Vietnam to encourage environmental sustainability in economic development plans 

Vietnam, through their economic development plans for the 2021-2030 period, will 

encourage the production and use of environmentally friendly and recycled products. This 

is part of the National Action Program on Sustainable Production and Consumption, 

where the government sets goals for promoting effective and sustainable use of natural 

resources. This will include improving regulations, promoting information on sustainable 

products and setting up a database on sustainable production.  

 

Labour Issues Update 
India 

Ten trade unions are calling for nationwide protest on August 9  

The trade unions are calling for peaceful protest against the government’s anti-people, 

anti-worker policies. This is in reaction to the New Industrial Policy 2020-25 which trade 

unions say amend several crucial labour laws to be in favour of industries. Unions fear 

that this will put more than 70% of the factories in the State outside the purview of labour 

laws, making workers vulnerable to exploitation.  

 

Indonesia  

Businesses push for the acceleration of Omnibus bill as labour groups raise concerns 

Supporters believe that the bill would help stimulate the economy and keep businesses 

afloat during the Covid-19 economic downturn. The Omnibus bill aims to remove 

discriminatory practices against foreign investors and will hopefully boost the country’s 

competitiveness, creating jobs for the 6.4 million workers who have lost their jobs. The 

government is expected to finish deliberations by early September. However, activists 

https://borneobulletin.com.bn/2020/07/all-plastic-waste-in-japan-expected-to-be-collected-together-in-new-category/
https://vietnamnews.vn/environment/749163/environmentally-friendly-production-and-consumption-to-enhanced.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/10-trade-unions-call-for-all-india-strike-on-aug-9-to-protest-govt-policies-120072201586_1.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/changes-to-labour-laws-will-put-most-workers-out-of-legal-protection-unions/article32187233.ece
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/07/16/businesses-push-for-acceleration-of-omnibus-bill-deliberations-despite-concerns.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/07/16/businesses-push-for-acceleration-of-omnibus-bill-deliberations-despite-concerns.html
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and even the World Bank are worried that the bill “could have adverse effects on people’s 

health and safety, natural assets, and labour rights.”  

Trade policy Updates 

Hong Kong 

US ends Hong Kong’s preferential treatment and the EU restricts import of surveillance 
technology  

The US ends the US-Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992 which gave Hong Kong preferential 

treatment in trade and economic relations, meaning that now Hong Kong will be subjected 

to the same tariffs placed on China. The EU will also restrict the export of surveillance 

and repression technology to Hong Kong. This comes after the EU expressed concern 

over Hong Kong’s new security law which they say severely curbs Hong Kong’s 

longstanding autonomy. 

 

India  

India to reassess FTAs as it focuses on local manufacturing 

India is considering reviewing trade agreements which they feel have brought little 

tangible benefits to the country and have hurt the domestic industry. This could include 

renegotiating tariffs, tightening provisions governing country-of-origin certification and 

even exiting some agreements. The government has set up four working groups to 

assess the trade agreements in terms of goods services and investment flows.  

 

Chinese imports stalled at India’s ports 

In the beginning of July Indian customs authorities subjected all Chinese imports, 

including shipments of toys, to full physical scrutiny halting clearances. This happened 

following a spike in tensions from the border clash between India and China. Fears of 

Chinese imports being routed through Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, South Korea and ASEAN 

has also led to stricter scrutiny of goods coming from these countries.  

 

Uttar Pradesh plans to set up “Toy City” to bolster local toy manufacturing. 

The 100 acre Toy City will be set up in Greater Noida and is expected to generate 

thousands of jobs. The local Toy Association is pushing to bring more indigenous goods 

to the market and reduce India’s dependence on foreign goods. Out of this 100 acres, 50 

acres will be used to build 80 shops.  

 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-indonesia-economy-worldbank/world-bank-says-indonesias-reforms-may-hurt-environment-labour-rights-idUSKCN24H0M3
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-indonesia-economy-worldbank/world-bank-says-indonesias-reforms-may-hurt-environment-labour-rights-idUSKCN24H0M3
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/explainer-impact-of-us-moves-on-hong-kong-and-china
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/finance-ministry-reviewing-indias-free-trade-agreements/articleshow/70763344.cms?from=mdr
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/south-asia/chinese-imports-stalled-at-indias-ports-and-airports
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/india-china-tussle-govt-seeks-stricter-checks-on-sri-lanka-bangladesh-south-korea-asean-imports/articleshow/76805315.cms
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/yamuna-authority-to-set-up-toy-city-in-100-acres-to-crack-china-monopoly-1703257-2020-07-22
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Indonesia 

Indonesia-Australia Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (IA-CEPA) kicked 
into effect this month. 

This deal eliminates most trade tariffs between Indonesia and Australia and aims to boost 

bilateral trade. This pact would eliminate all Australian tariffs on imports from Indonesia, 

and remove 94% of Indonesian tariffs. It is hoped that this will help Indonesia increase 

automotive, textile and electronic exports, while boosting Australian exports of wheat, iron 

ore and dairy.  

 

Singapore 

Singapore’s general election sees ruling party gaining 61.24% of the vote 

The People’s Action Party (PAP) retains supermajority wining 83 of 93 available seats 

even as opposition party, Workers Party, wins an additional constituency. Prime Minister 

Lee will remain as Prime Minister saying that he intends to see Singapore through the 

pandemic. Mr Heng Swee Keat remains as Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister 

and will take on the additional appointment of Coordinating Minister for Economic Policies 

which will focus on employment and industry transformation.  

 

Singapore to amend the Goods and Services Tax (GST) Act.  

The Ministry of Finance is proposing 7 amendments to the Act which will introduce 

measures for the Comptroller to investigate tax offences and GST fraud and improve 

administration and clarity of legislation. Any feedback or comments on the bill can be 

submitted to the Ministry before 7 August 2020, the email, more details and the prescribed 

template can be found here.  

 

Safety regulation updates 
India 

India Announces Chemicals (Management and Safety Rules)  

India released the fourth draft of the Chemicals (Management and Safety Rules). This 

included revisions to the list of priority substances that are subject to importation 

notification and hazard communication obligations (ie. safety data sheets, labelling and 

packaging). It also included provisions for labelling and the handling of hazardous 

chemicals. Finally, the draft details the establishment of a steering committee that “shall 

oversee technical and administration matters arising out of these rules.” 

 

https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/07/06/indonesia-says-trade-investment-deal-with-australia-takes-effect.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Singapore-election/Singapore-election-results-give-PAP-supermajority-as-rivals-rise
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/pm-lee-singapore-new-cabinet-parliament-ge2020-12962844
https://www.reach.gov.sg/participate/public-consultation/ministry-of-finance/corporate-communications/public-consultation-on-draft-goods-and-services-(gst)-(amendment)-bill-2020
https://www.reach.gov.sg/participate/public-consultation/ministry-of-finance/corporate-communications/public-consultation-on-draft-goods-and-services-(gst)-(amendment)-bill-2020
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/india-announces-fourth-draft-chemicals-management-and-safety-rules
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